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Still he was not disheartened. His friends in New
Salem rallied round him, and secured for him the
appointment of postmaster, and when he heard that a
deputy surveyor was needed he set himself to qualify
for the task and in due course was given the post.

Lincoln already had his feet on the lower rungs of
the ladder which leads to success. The poor ragged boy
was a postmaster and surveyor, and as these tasks occu-
pied only a part of his time he now set himself to study
law. This he did with such success that in 1836, at the
age of twenty-seven, he was admitted to the bar, and
the following year he moved to Springfield, afterwards
the capital of Illinois, and began to practise as a lawyer.
Meanwhile, he had again stood for the Illinois House of
Representatives, and being elected in 1834, he served as
a member continuously till 1842.

In his work at the bar Abraham's reputation for truth
served him in good stead. He was still " Honest Abe "
to his many friends, and those who knew him and were
in need of his help were always sure of a straight deal.
On one occasion a friend of his named Armstrong was
arrested on a charge of murder, and everyone except
Lincoln felt sure that he would be found guilty at his
trial and hanged. Lincoln, however, was not so certain,
and took the trouble to make inquiries, with the result
that he came to the conclusion that the prisoner was
innocent. Thereupon he offered to defend him at his
trial, and as the Armstrong family was too poor to pay
anything, Lincoln said that he would defend the
prisoner for nothing.

The day of the trial arrived, and the chief witness for